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| -worthy ; but l 
ere was e to your Fame, 
thus pbiblickly: 
ſe of the con- 
the groſſeſt and moſt 
eſs Falfities, the moſt: indecent Petu- 
| „ner 20h - 


Ss by the 4 


EF ET 2 ) | 
the WHIGS, you have now the Honour 
of being mark d out as an Object of Calumny 


and Detra&ion, by one whoſe good Opi- 
nion, on the faireſt Inference from his own 
| Writings, it muſt be ſcandalous to have 


incurred, and whoſe Abuſe is, in the true 
Nature of Things, a Diſtinction that be- 
comes, with great Propriety, a Matter of 


Con gratulation. 


"Vain and frivolous l it be to detain 


you here with the trite, common: place 


Obſervations that the greateſt Men in all 
Countries, and in all Ages, have been the 


moſt e * oſed to the premeditated Calum- 


nies of 


e Malicious, Re the Miſconſttucti- 
ons of the Ignorant or Superficial, and that 
Merit is ofteneſt to be. meaſured by, 
the Proportion of Envy, as Bodies have 
their Dimenſions taken by thoſe of their 


Shade. No, it is not by a Panegyrio I 


ſhould make my Court to you, any more 


than to the Public, which hates that Strain, 


from ſeeing it ſo often infamoufly proſtitu- 
ted, and choſes rather to have a Paſſion 
natural enough to think ill of Men in Power 


flattered, than corrected. But this Paſſion 


has its Limits, more or leſs, in Pre 
to the internal Love of Truth, which 1 is in- 


ſeparable from human Kind, and in Pro- 


Run to chat Candour which is maſtly 
found 


2 


{ORAL © 


EE . _—— 
c * 


(at 
PROY where there i moſt Virtue, and 
moſt Honour, Yay 0, 0 
Eiaſy then will it be, a a Review of the 
trig indigeſted Mafs of falſe Allegations, 


and falſe Politics, contained in the three 
Libels now defdte me, to prove to the Pub- 


lic, that this ſcandalous Writer has treated it 


with the higheſt Contempt, if he thought 


he could impoſe them upon it, and with 


the moſt conſummate Aſſurance, if he 


flattered | himſelf that Railing would paſs 
with it for Reaſoning, or that all the Poetry 
of his Proſe, his Aim at Wit, from coupling 
Ideas never made to meet but in waking 


Dreams, or, in ſhort, all the frothy Em- 


belliſhments of his Fieions, will attone for 


the Profligacy « every honeſt Man will attri- 
bute to the Character of a wilful Defamer, 


and a Trumpeter of ſeditious Panics. 


As Similitude of Stile is no more a Proof, 


than Similitude of Hands, fince both are 

liable to accidental Likenefs or deſigned Coun- 
terfeiture. Ido not think the Author's Example 
fo'jmitable as to father his Production on any 
ſpecific Perſon, Were I indeed to rely on 


Date Conjectures I ſhould impute it to one 


hole Hitnenſe Modeſty, not being contented 


With a late which he had carried by the 
Point of his Pen, waited on a Miniſter, 
= 08 70 5 7 eg, and Inpatience of Abuſe 


B 2 — 


; 


"7 4 ) 
* be bad ES to be the weak Part ot 
* bis Character, (zd Letter, Page 57.) and 


very cavaleerly demanded a Place of him 
- but whether the Miniſter was then ina Fit of 


political Courage, and not in the Humour 

to be bullied, or that he did not enough. 
conſider the formidable Reſentment of a 
male - treated Author, he not only refuſed 
him flatly another Place, but took, or cauſed 
to be taken, away that which he was actu- 
ally poſſeſſed of, from the Day of which 
inſufferable Injury, he has appeared in Arms 
againſt. the preſent Miniſtry, at the Head of 
a political Paper, that will, before he has done 
with it, i duly encouraged, let them ſee that 
it would have been happy for them, if they 
had not, with regard to him at leaſt, gone 
out of their Character f. 0 Timidity, and 


4. Tmpatienceof Abuſe,” into that of his Patron- 


ele, the great Lord G. who pigues himſelf 
on being an Anti-Mecenas, and ſending all 
Authors to the Devil without Ceremony. 
But, with all the pregnant Reaſons I have 
to pin the Merit of theſe Letters on this illu- 
ſtrious Male-content, I would not venture 
to pronounce it definitively ſo, and on the 
Foot of taking it for granted, ſet him up 
for the Butt of a very juſt Reſentment. for 
the perſonal-Indignities offered to one who 
had! little deſerved them, as you have, either 


in the Courſe of yy private or public 
Character. 


ho 433 SS: 
Character. vet, Under my Scarce. V 
tainty who the Offender is, it is extremely 
ain what he is not, viz. a Gentleman: 
| For throughout the whole Compoſition there 
breathes. nothing of the Air of that Cha- 


rafter, A Corman of the leaſt Breeding 


or Knowledge of the World, would be 
greatly above ſuch groſs - indecent Abuſe; 


and from a. juſt Senſe, of his own Honour, 


would be tender of that of others, nor ſuf- 
fer his Diſapprobation of any one's Conduct, 


or his Diſſent from any one's Opinion, to 


make him forget, his own Dignity, and pre- 


cipitate him into paultry ribbald Raillery, 


and coarſe, miſerable Perſonalities. 15 


Would a true Gentleman, for example, find 


out for a Nobleman of the firſt Character 
and Diſtinction in Life, the Ornament and 
Delight of his Family, and now ſinking un- 
der the Infirmities of old Age, no decenter 
a Compariſon than that of a di/creet Per- 
« ſonage in his eaſy Chair, where he ſits 
like good old Mother Berecyntbia, centum 


« complexa nepotes,” (Letter 2d, Page 1 10 | 


or, © Peeyiſh Paletudinarians,” . 


Were A ge and Infirmities ever proper 
Subjects of Ridicule? or where, to a Gentle- 
man, would appear the Matter of Sneer, or 


Reproach, in that a Nobleman, poſſeſt of a 
: liberal Fortune, ſhould adorn his ei 
5 x Wi 


+ — — — 2 


. ) 


with a Seat and Gardens, laid out in A 155 


„ 


Affection to his Cou I- hood, in the Fr 1 
that reſpeftable Peer, who has ſo recently 
loſt a young Gentleman of great Hope: 
that ſtood in that Degree of Relation to 4 
fighting pallandy | in the Service ef. his 
and Count 
Is the L "Devgnation of Canter ne 
had the Honour to repreſent their Cou try 
in Parliament, and were thought of Age 
1 to be Members of the Legiſlature) 
by, the App ellations of Ha Hasdbren Boys 
become” Urt-coats, —.— ce or a Sante 
"ex Orator {lowed by a Mob of Bays,” either 
gente! Language, or witty Satire? But what 
pretty. T. tanny this is! that one can 
neither old, nor young with Impunit 
| hope, for Candour Sake, the Author of Ne 
etters is 4 middle-aged Man; that is to 
ſay, neither a Boy, nor an old Woman, 
though there 5 rs throughout his Letters 
the Pertneſs and Petulance of the one, and. 
the e © of the ber. 5 * 
| But 


* 1 * 


175 


But what a Weakneſs of Judgm ent 
would it be either to be moved at ſuch 
bald, pointleſs, inſipid Scurrilities, or to 


_ any Gentleman capable of degrading 


himſelf into the Authorſhip of them? You 
muſt be very little of a Tartar indeed, if 
ſuch a Diſcharge as this cold gall you, 
(1ſt Letter, Page 53.) or {poll a fingle Di- 


geſtion. 

But if Stile can chafacterize, if not ſo 
certainly the Perſon, the Station of a Man 
in Life, theſe Letters eviden carry the 
Hackney-ftamp of ſome low- ted Trader 
in Politicks and Scandal, ſome Wat. Her 
of the Preſs, equally vhacquainted with Men 


and Manners, who gives into that Folly” ſo 


common to thoſe 75 his Profeſſion, of ima- 
gining they bri eir Su 2 40 n 85 
5 17904 IS, by ming r them, and 
_ wWholook down with Affectation of ſovereign 
Contempt on the great World below them, | 
from the butleſque Eminence of a 
from whence they diſperſe their Pacquets 
of Poiſon, not unlike the Picture underneath 
of a Frenchman of the fame Trade, an Ken 
miniſterial Scribler. 


"Our comme un un ſecond. Mithrilats, 
Elo Paus friand 7 une TL: 1. 5 


| (6 8 ) 
Du *poifon gui. be. nourifeit : 1 
Dans inſtant qu il le donn pit, * 
SGberieux de la mediſan te 1785 
2 11 Faiſodt de ſon Eminence, SY 
' If vivoit de ſon aconit A 
Et c etoit pour lors pain benit 
De Me mal du Miniſtere. 


—_ 8 4 


Guer re de P: uris, 
If I meaſure then this Man rightly and” | 
as I do it purely by the Tenour and. Mk of 
his Writings, I appeal to the World if 1 
am miſtaken) can there exiſt a greater Joke, 7 
than a Wretch of his loweſt of all Callings, 
that of an hireling Hackney. Author (for it 
would be uſing him yet worſe to ſuſpect 
him to be any of ev above: that Rank 3 
clap on a Maſk of Importance, and g 
write three Letters to the Whigs, in i 
he intimates to them his Diſcovery of a 
villainous Plot in the Miniſtry againſt. he 
LIBERTY- OF THE PRESS, — in De- 
fence of which he very gallantly offers him- 
ſelf as Trumpeter and Champion, to ſtand 
one of the foremoſt in a Breach, never 
dream'd of being made ? Courageous in- 


deed ! 
I ſhall fay nothing here of the extreme 


Nonſenſe of fomenting, or keeping alive 
the antiquated dying ! iſtinctions of 


<q 1 
which to a Britun of true Senſe, 
Ws wid wade ws intereſting than thoſe 
= Feb and' Gbjbellins;" when there is a 
; modern one of ſo much greater, Weig ht and 
ety to be ſubſtituted, and ought to 
Pe for ever maintained, that of Confliturio- 
t and Anti conſßitutioniſ. The firſt of 
which, whether a Courtier in Place, or a 
Country- Gentleman in the Oppoſition to the 
Court, muſt be a Patriot, and the latter a 
Traitor, and an Enemy to his Country, 
3 whether he flatters at Court, or declaims | 
againſt it in Parliament; and it is in Virtue 
of this fair and honeſt Diſtinction, that a 
Miniſter who defends the Meaſures he is 
engaged in, or has we, according to 
the beſt of his Knowledge or Underſtanding, 
and the Member who oppoſes thoſe Mea- | 
ſures upon the pure Principles of Love to his 
Country, without Views of Intereſt, Pique, 
or Party, may be averred to be equally 
well-meaning Patriots. For Example, I 
cannot but think the D of N-— at 
leaſt as good a Patriot, even tho' he is a 
Secretary of State, and kept a French Cook, 
700 Sir W—— „V. — 
It is then perhaps as much for the Bene- 
fit of the Nation, that there ſhould be an 
Oppoſition, as a Miniſtry, whilſt the Mem- 
* bers of neither mean nothing more than 
C | doing 


CT: ro 
doing their DUTY to their Country, 
ought to be the only Guide of bo and 

zs at leaſt ſo nnch ceipected by both, 58 fo 
be equally put in the Front ef their re- 
ſpective Conducts, though I am afraid that 
toO often, on both Sides, it pers. like Cha- 
rity; a Mottitude. of Sins; bot * 1 6 af 
Fate of. mn. 2 


* * 
1 2 4435 * a IF) 4 


* 


0 Baca, intra Mares precatar & extra. 


28827 ae the Denominatinns. of 
| Tory, if not as utterly exploded, 
at leatt- as fully deſerving that pos ſhould 
be ſo, I ſhall — humour ſo much the Pre- 
«tence of this Pleaſant Letter-writer, (who, 
by the way, is probably a Whig or Tory 
-occaſionally, as either ſuits his Purpoſe beſt, 
but at Bottom of no Party at 21 as to 
undertake him fanguam WIN. It would 
be doing him the 1 to f. uppoſe he 
had ſome Principles, which 1 his fla- 
1 gitious Diſregard to common — and 
Truth cut off all Title, or Pretenſions to: 
. So that one. would fay, happy that Party 
| of which he or his Reſemblers are not l if 
iv it could be imagined that there was any 
1 Party low enough to entertain them on their 
18 Muſter- rolls 15 ; 

| N | | | Gan | 


— 


(n) 


Ons any one then without i Mixture of 
Mirth and Ando, ee this Mock 
of Liberty throw dovin his dirty: 
Glove, in a Cauſe that does not deſerye ſuck: 
à Profaunation? Wich the fame Grace ang: 
Propristy © might: 4 ragged Gin-drunk old 
Apple- woman, execute Dimmock'sOffice' of 
the Cdronation. Is not the Simile low? 

bo but not too low for the Subject of it, 
3 Libeller, who, covering his Rage of 
kboſe under the reſpectable Name of Li- 
berty, faſtens upon the Names and Characters 
_ of Gentlemen © of Rank and Diſtinction, 
treats them as Corſairs, Apoſtates, Rene- 
, and all this without even a Shadow 
of a Reaſon fot it, unleſs. perhaps it may 
be adreined for one, that they did not re- 
pair to his Garret, and confult him bow 
they ſhould order their political Conduct, or 
have not thought him worth Haſh-money, 
to ſuppreſs his tremendous Criticiſm upon it. 
Ring the Bells! beat the Drums! found 
all the > Trumpets there ! the Liberty of the 
Preſs is in Danger. Wake! Britons, wake 
ere it is too late, and your Sword-arm is 
cramped, or cut off By whom, for God's 
Sake ? why, only by the Guardians and De- 
fenders of the Liberties of the Nation, the two 
Houſes of Parliament, ,compoſed of all thatare 


moſt intereſted to maintain them in their juſt 
C3 | Exte nt: 


* T 1 8 Bn... N N 
—— <<< AE 1 — RICA Gs 3. r 
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Extent: And yu 


(2x2) 

dir, who have Auen 
your Pen with ſuch Zeal in the Service of 
that great Branch of them; the Liberty, of. 
the Preſs, are one of the principal Conſpi- 
rators, which is, fairly proved on you by a 
certain wicked Addition in your Pepſtan 


Letters, of Correctives, in which you de- 


clared for leaving the Aſſaſſines = private: 
Characters unregretingly 1 tbe: Caurſe.of the. 
Law. Will you after this: plead nat guilty,; 
to the Accuſation of having feloniouſſy and 
traiterauſſy plotted the Subverſion of that 
Liberty, of which this mock Cato drapt us 
from dhe Clouds appears the undaunted 


Champion? If you do not go on N 


take Notice, he will clap his Wings, and 
boaſt that his doughty Petformance averted 
the Storm yau, and your wicked Accompliges, 
were brewing. to 

Poor, filly, pragmatical Starterof vain Alarms ! 
no, not all your Provocations, not all the Ar- 
guments your dirty Writings furniſh the Ene- 


mies to that Liberty of the Preſs to attack 


it with, can ſhake the Rock of the Conſti- 
tution it is founded on; thoſe who unfortu- 
nately ſuffer, the moſt by it, from the Emi-, 
nence of their Rank and Characters, would 
be the firſt to oppoſe the Deſtroction of the 
frmeſt Bulwark of 10 Liberty. The 

Waves 


G13.) 
Waves may beat againſt a Ses: encom 0 
Caſtle, but they 2 — it too. 22 
And here, though I am not at all 0 
cerned to defend the Author of the Letter 
to the Tories, I cannot avoid exploding the 
Diſingenuity of his Anſwer, as it ſtands in 
the following Quotation. \ 
% am aware, that: the Letter. writer 
« thinks to difintangle himſelf, by - having 
* called it the Licence of the Preſs, a frip- 
ery Art, and not of his ' own ook 
61 1 has been alitays termed ſo by. the ne- 
c mues of Liberty, und he may baue picked 
*© tbe Expreſſion-out--of the Free Briton and 
„ London Journal, and ſome ſuch Traſh, 
_ «which it. was his Province 10 anſwer un- 
** der the old Miniſtry. Suppoſe it is licen- 
1 fiqus, it is a bad Els from: a ien, 
"* C e | 
_ 1h + firſt Place, granting the: Term 
Licentiouſneſs to have been originally and 
firſt uſed in thoſe, decried Papers, I cannot 
conceive why a Word of ſuch Significance, 
and that ſtands for a Contradiſtinction to 
Liberty, as Vice does to Virtue, becauſe 
they or any other Scribblers have employed 
it, even in a wrong Senſe, and to ſerve 
a bad Purpoſe, ſhould be utterly proſcribed. 
I have a n Notion, that the Expreſſion 
| of 


interfere too much _ with our Cham 


. 14 3 
of the Liberty of the Prefs will hardly 


cut of favour, or have its Influence entirely 5 


2 becauſe a few ptofligate Libellers 
ve preſſe i it into their Service,” 7 2 

= hen as to the Licentiouſneſßs of the Pref 
being pleaded in Favour” of as 4 bat Hf, 
but from a glorious Cauſe, and therefore not 


to be meddled with, I do not know ia? 


z Crime or Villainy but the ſame Origin ma 


ä bo! pr againſt its Prevention, or Puniſh- 


Free Agency is a glorious Cauſe, 
but" if the bad Effects of it are not to be 


obviated or chaſtiſed, the whole Body of 


penal Laws ought to be aboliſhed; e 
ally that wicked Law againſt the Writers of 


| incendiary Letters, to which an effectual 


one againſt incendiary Libels, would not be 
an undeſireable Supplement, if ie did not 


* 
8 


Province of defending this bad Efes of 
4 glorious Cauſe,” as if the Guilt of abu- 
fing ſo valuable a Bleſſing was not rather an 
Aggravation than a Title to Shelter or Pro- 


tetHion from it. 
That however different, and oppoſed Ki- 


berty is to Licentiouſdels, the Barriers be- 


tween them are almoſt too nice for the ut- 
moſt Streteh of human Wiſdom to fix, 1 
candidly own ; and were that Liberty of the 


Preſs to be tampered with, or ſtruck at, 


under 


EL, (as) 

under any Colour however olaufible. of 
curbing the ee 12 1 have 75 
juſt an Opinion of Britiſh good Senſe, as 


to beſpeak a vigorous Oppoſition; yet. I 
firmly: believe, - þ = thoſe who would be 
the forwardeſt to run to the Breach on ſuch 
an Attack, from the fame worthy Bottom, 
_ heartily lament the crying intolerable Abuſe 
of that Liberty, and wiſh it might be redreſt. 
Nor would it be unworthy the ſerious At- 
tention of the Legiſlature to conſider, that 
though the Point is ſo extremely difficult, 
and Perhaps barely not impoſſible, to fix on 
Jome- ent, - that without hurting, 
wounding or blaſting that tender Plant, the 
Liberty of the Preſs, might more or leſs ob- 
viate its running into ſuch. rank dangerous 
Wildneſs, and tie it, as Vines are, not to check, 
but to ſupport and promote its giving fair and 
wholeſome Fruits. This End, if bined: 
would redound greatly to their Honour, and 
to publick and private Tranquillity, which ſees 
itſelf, in the preſent State of Things, ſo often 
attack d and diſturb'd by Wretches, whoſe 
Occupation of getting Bread by Scandal and 
Defamation, is not one jot more honou- 
rable than that of common Aſſaſſines or 
Highway Men; for being carried on with 
an Impunity, that is a juſt Matter of Re- 
a anc to us * Foreigners, who are un- 
ä acquainted 


1 
* 


ting a Place in the public 
Condition of it was breaking one's Oaths, 


(6) ks 


© aequaiited wih * wholeſome wiſe Jes: 
Joufy of Our Conſtitution, which diſſembſes 4 
very great Evil, for fear 855 opening aDoor 


to A 7 mes) greater. e | 
More, I preſume, is not neceſſary 1 10 
ſay in Explodal of that imaginary | 
to the Liberty of the Prefs, which this 15 
Standard- bearer of Orub- Street has ſeized on 
as a Handle to abuſe you, in good Company 


at leaſt; but ſhall paſs on — his im 


groſs Abuſe of ſeveral Gentlemen of the 
firſt Diſtinction for perſonal Merit and un- 


attainted Honour (not to ſay any thing of | 
their Birth or Condition) in beſtowing on 
them very familiarly the Titles of Apofate 


Patriots, and Preachers of paſſive Obedience, 


both of which Accuſations are e 
N | * 


If the neceſſiry Conſ ſequence of _ 
rvice, e one © 


and betraying one's Party and Country, 
I ſhould be the firſt to allow, that ſuch a Con- 
duct in a profeſt Patriot, who ſteppetl. 


perhaps into Place from the Shoulders of a 


Popularity acquired by that ' moſt amiable 


and noble Character, deſerved all or more 
Invectives than the Wit of this Scavenger of 
Scandal could begrime. him with. This 


would indeed be '*© @ bad Effect, but from 
cc a : 


PX. hs 


/ f 6 17 5 1 
* 5 e Cauſe,” that I ſhould not think 
ont B an adequate Puniſhment to. 
But as the Charge is atrocious, and tends 
to rob a Man of what ought to be infinitely 
dearer than his Life, his Reputation, ought 
not the Proofs of it to go Hand in Hand? 
Or ought it to be received and paſs as. proved, 
on no better Grounds than the Correction of 
. a'Perfian Letter, (which too was made be- 
fore the Epoch of this pretended A poſtacy) 
or on the falſeſt Concluſions from his poli- 
tical Conduct? which, whilſt-in the Oppo- 
ſition, and ſince his Aſſumption into Place, 
bas indeviouſly purſued his oe conſtant _ 
Mouve of Action, [the Ser. uige of bis Country, 
Bnt let us now examine what this pro- 
Fam. Politician expected. from theſe Ac- 
cCepters, and what he grounds his Charge 
—— them for in 0 ſoft Terms of A po- 
and Perjury. - 
In the firſt Place, theſe Boys pigtrjots had 
in the whole Courſe of their Oppoſition 
carefully proteſted againſt any Ill- meaning to 
his Majeſty's Service, in their Attacks on 
the then Miniſtry, whoſe Blunders they 
never affected to reſpect, and accordingly 
carried on a fair and open War with 
the Premier Miniſter who was by his own 
een ne anſwerable for them. 


D . When, 


3 18 } - 
When, after the Reinout of the Lord 
ee thoſe Places and Poſts that had 
been engroſſed by one Intereſt, which was 
that of the reigning Miniſter, and whoſe 
Tenure was no. other than an unreſerved 
Devotion to himſelf, (for his Maſter was 
out of the Queſtion) began to be diſtributed 
on a more enlarged and national Plan; to 
which a noble Duke gave the Name not unapt 
of the Broad bottom, ſeveral of the Gentle 
men, who had joined in bringing about ſo 
deſireable a Change, came in courſe into 
Poſts and Places, from which, pray l where 
was their 'Title of Exclufion from the. Service 
of their Country.? where was their Di 1. 
cation? unleſs their having their 
Country was one, OA = LARS"; 

Oh] but as ſoon as they got inta Fuge, 
they were like Boys indeed, in the Heat of 
thei Succeſs to run the Riſque of over- 
turning the Government by too abrupt and 
precipitate a Reformation of inveterate Er- 
tors, fatally wove into it by their Predeceſ- 
_ fors,---they- were inſtantly to make an Inno- 
cent's Day of all their Meaſures and Schemes, 
under the Pain and Penalty of paſſing for 
Betrayers of their Party, or Apoſtate Pas 
triots. 

Inſtead of which, theſe Gentlemen, as 
they accepted their Places on the Foot of 

2 true 


true Patriots, were determined to act in them 
the moſt conſiſtently with that Character; and 


ab they had deſervedSuccels, ſo they were not 
dazzled or No with it. They confi- 
| dered themſelves as introduced into Power, 
not to gratify their private Piques and Ani- 
moſhities into which they had been carried 
abvay p too far in the Heat of their 
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Oppoſition; but for a worthier End; to 
heal the national Breaches, redreſs. ſuch 
Grievances as the Circumſtances of. a War, 
the Novelty of their Power, and the Ex- 
pedience of the Inſtant would admit, and 
to check in their feſpective Departments the 
Growth of Corruption, which, under the 
Cultivation of the preceding Adminiſtration, 
had tht its Roots too ſtrongly to be torn 
up at once. If then they did not . ſhow 
emſelves more ſanguine than wiſe, if now 
let into the Neceſſities of the Times, they 
ſa w theinſelves forced to acquieſce in a partial 
Reform, and in a Continuation of ſome Mea- 
ſures they had formerly oppoſed, either be- 
cauſe the abruptly retratting thent might 
have been attended with worſe Conſequen- 
ces, or becauſe the Conjunctures had really 
varied, and rendered certain Points highly 
neceſſary, which had been at firſt highly 
blameable; are ſuch Proofs of Coolneſs, 
Moderation, and true Devotion to their Coun- 
try in theſe Boy-Patriots to be wreſted, and 
| : D 2 W  nonwwend 
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tortured into Conſtructions of Apoſtacy 4551 : 
Perjury ? only becauſe they accepted Places; 
and worthily preferred the great and ſolid. 
Intereſts of their Country to the Temptati- 
ons of acquiring a falſe and momentary Po- 


pularity by Raſhneſs and Intoleranicies, that 


would have endangered that Government, 
which they had in the whole Courſe - of 


their Oppoſition ſolemnly profeſſed their 


Ee and Allegiance to ? 

Can there again be a more dangerous 
or infamous Tenet propagated, than that his 
Majeſty's Service is incompatible. with that 
of the Nation, and immediately diiſpatriots 
the Man that enters into it? Whenever 


that Doctrine prevails, that of Facobitiſm. 


muſt clearly take Place in Proportion: For 


ſurely it would be ſcarce more irkſome to ſerve. 


under an arbitrary Papiſt Prince, than under. 


one Whoſe Service carries with it in the 


3 Idea, that of Inconſiſtence with the 
ricteſt Patriotiſm, and the Good of Great 
Britain; and accordingly, none are ſo for- 
ward to circulate this falſe and ſcandalous. 
Report, with all the Induſtr of Malice, 
than thoſe of be Ter who, under the 
more mitigated Name of Tories, had worn 
the Face of being incorporated with the 
true Patriots, and ated in Concert with 
them, but with very different Views ; till 

| finding 


finding themſelves diſappointed of bringing 
every Thing into a Diſorder and Confuſion 
favourable to their Ends, finding that the 
Patriots had ſought Places under the Govern- 
ment, not to ſubvert, but to ſtrengthen it, 
they ſet up the holloo of Traitor, Apoſtate, 
&c. which this wiſe Libeller comes 5 — 
after, and yelping to fill up the Cry. 
Thus it was the Conftancy and Fidelity 


of the Patriots, after their coming into 


Place, to their repeated Proteſtations of 
Duty to the King, that galled and exaſpe- 
rated thoſe ſomething more than Tories, who 
had ſeemed to make one Body with them, 
in other Hopes and other Views; and aſter 
their Separation, they ſtill kept up a mu- 

"elated Corps of Oppoſition; and like the 
Soldiers in Strada's Wars of Flanders, Dimi- 
diato corpore pugnabant, ſibi ſuperſtites. 
Here again, let me aſk one ſingle Que- 


ſtion: Could the People make a more cruel, 


aà more unjuſt Return to his Majeſty, for 
condeſcending to accept and admit at heir 
Hands, and at heir 1 the 
Servants of the People into his Service, than 
to imagine that this Admiſſion was yielded 
to on the infamous Condition of theſe © am- 
s Bitious Boys” deſerting or betraying the 
Intereſts of that very People whoſe Creatures, 
| whoſe Adoptives they, properly ſpeaking, 
, | were? 


14.22) 
were? / A Title to national Preferment, un- 
doubtedly the moſt honourable that can be, 
and which no King on Earth could afford 
you an Equivalent for. Is it not more na. 
tural, more juſt, to ſuppoſe, that his Ma- 
jeſty (whoſe Inflexibility to his Enemies 
uts his Reſolution and Conſtancy out of all 
Doubt) from his Defire of making his Peo- 
ple eaſy in all Points that depended upon his 
Goodneſs, and from the Uprightneſs of his 
Heart, thought an Oppoſition to the Mea- 
ſures of his Miniſtry, on the Patriot Foot- 
ing, no Objection to their coming into Poſts 
of Truſt in Bis Service? And would not 
the admitted Patriots not only have betrayed 
the true Intereſt of their Country, but have 
made moſt ungrateful Returns to their truſt- 


ing Sovereign, had they in the Wantonneſs | 


of their Succeſs, proceeded to diſtreſs or 
embarraſs the Current of the public Service? 
or had they. not, to the Riſque of their own 
Reputation, preferred what was. beſt in 
' Practice, to what was only ſo in Specula- 
tion, purſuing thus the - greateſt, public 
Good with a . meritorious Diſdain 5 the 


Interpretations of the ignorant and malicious, 
and little indeed does he deſerve Power who 
is afraid of them. It was this noble Con- 
ſciouſneſs alone that muſt have put into the 
Mouth of one of your Friends that Ex- 
| . preſſion 


EE 
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| preſſion which has been ſo often thrown: in 
his Teeth, and laſtly by this Libeller, 
Let. x. p. 24. (here I beg the Queſtion that 
he made Uſe of it) the unembaraſſed Counte. 
nance with which (and why not?) he could 
ſupport the Accuſations of Apoſtacy, or 
Party Deſertion, Is a Man who has king 
to accuſe himſelf of, to be embaraſt at a 
Reproach which his Innocence gives him a 
Right to ſpurn at? Or is not this a Fiertd 
that becomes Virtue? _. 
© When 1 conſider then with. what Pro- 
priety, not to mention with what Decency, 
this inſolent and regardleſt Libeller employs 
the Terms of Mung abandoned Cabal, 
_ ambitious Boys Apoſtates, Turncoats, 
and the reſt of his — Theſaurus, 
and think of the pretty Hiſtoriette he drags 
in by the Head and Shoulders of the Poet 
Voltaire's havin 24 wrote a Satire (ſuppoſe I 
© fubſtitute Li ) againſt a Man of Qua- 
* lity, who beat him for it. He made his 
* Complaints to the Regent; that ſenſible 


e FHPrince replied, what would you have _ 


db? Fuſtice has been done already.” 

would fain know, whether, if that. Rh 
Correction had lighted on the Author of the 
three Letters to zo Whigs, and he had 
brought his Action upon it, this very iden- 
tical Bon-mat would not have been mutatis 


mutans 


mitandis, at leaſt a as . in Puint Bene 1 
Judge on the Bench in the Recommenda- 
tion of his Caſe to the tender C onſideratiom of 


a Jury, as in the forced Application of it, 


to a Clamour he ſuppoſes to have been 
made by you and your traiterous 2 
ces againſt the Preſs. Happily however, 
theſe low Dealers in Abuſe in this Iſle re- 
main in perfect Safety from Yoltarre's Fate; - 
untraced, and ſnug, under 5 Shelter be. in 
vincible Contempt. 9 

Proceed we now to examine is ates 
Charg e. againſt the -preſent Miniſtry of In- 
ſufficiency. Inability, Timidity, and'in ſhort - 
every bad Quality that can incapacitate them 
for the Conduct of either domeſtic or foreign. 


** 


Sairs, which are the two great: Objects of. 


Government. FOE 
To begin then with the domeſtic Syſtem, - 


Iwill engage, that from this turgid, incon- 
ſiſtent Author may be picked, without 
wreſting his Meaning, without ſeparating 
Quotations. from their Context, a greater 
Encomium than any of the fulſome Advo- 
cates that wait upon preſent Power, into 
whatever Hands it gets, would venture to 
nauſeate the Public with, and were not his 
Malice too abſurd to be fuſ) pected of much 


Art, one would imagine he that * 


(6859 
is Abs and wrote wap for the Side he : 


ref to attack. 
| for n is the unſuſpetied 
a on the Miniftry ; for its Tender- 
| neſs of the Liberty of the Subject, in their 
Uſe of the Suſpenſion of the Habeas-Corpus, 
during the late unfortunate Rebellion: 
What a Clamour would not this Profligate 
have raiſed, had they ſtretched it to any 
Severity ? He, 1 fay, who could in the 
nobleſt, the moſt guarded Uſe that could be 
made of the Powers truſted to them, find 
Matter of Objection and Reproach: Muſt; 
not a Man be/Scandal-mad before he could 
dream of making the Lenity of the Minis' 
try an Article of his Impeachinent, when 
all Circumſtances have concurred to juſtify? 
them in it: Ves! it is their Glory, that 
When the Rebellion was moſt flagrant; when 
one might even read the Succeſſes of Preſton: 
and Falkirk in the Face of the Facobites, 
they took up, they confined no more than 
with they could not poflibly help: They: 
proceeded on the burt Plan of Politics, = 
which was not to ſtrengthen that wretched: - 
Cauſe with any Reaſons to complain of un- 
neceſſary Aſperities and Perſecution. 
The Eyes of the Government were ever 
open on the Drift, Practices, and Dangers 


Ap _ Party, but contented themſelves 
| E With 


with watching them, and with taking care 
they ſhould do no Harm, and this without 
Impriſonments on. Suſpicion, or. alarming 
the natural Good-nature. of our Country, 
which never fails to attend the Sufferers for 


any political Principle, though it is ever ſo con- 


trary to the Good of it. How many of the 
worthieſt and beſt Subjects felt a Pity for 
thoſe of the Rebels that were made neceſ- 
ſary Examples of Juſtice, yet deteſted their 
Party, whilſt they deplored the Miſguidance 
thar had brought them to their Fate? 
(Let. 2d, p. 76.) © Harmleſs Proclamations 
cc ranged themſelves peaceably with innocent 
% Play-bills, and while the one baniſhed. 
t Roman-Catholicks, the other gave out Tra- 
se gedies to be performed by noted Papiſts. 
Oh, Author! let me here return thy arch 
Apoſtrophe haſt thou no Compaſſion for th 
all- puſſive Paper? Was a poor peaceable Papiſt 
Actor or Actreſs worth thy ſublime Notice, who 
haſt ſo ſolemnly taken the Liberties of Europe 
and Great-Britain under thy high Protecti- 
on? Or is not this, to uſe thy own Ex- 
preſſion, playing away Terrors, to throw 
in the Face of the Miniſtry their Toleration 
of the Hibernian Mr. Caſbel, who was even 
diſcharged after being taken up, or the 
much more dangerous Mrs. C--6b--r ? ay! 
and permit them to act Tragedies too | 2 
1 | pro, 


o 


* — 


| (97). 
arab fuder to mix the Contributions of 
their Mite with the Subſcriptions of ſtaunch 
Proteſtants to the veteran Scheme? Timeo 
Danaos & dona ferentes. 

But what exceeds all Meaſure of Indo- 
lence and Supineneſs in the Miniſtry, Eunuchs 
from Rome itſelf, that Mint of all Treaſons, 
were allowed to play La Caduta dei Giganti, 
in Deteſtation indeed of the Rebellion: But 


any Maſk would ſerve to ſhelter the Ran- 


cour of their Roman Hearts from a Miniſtry 
ſo remiſs, and i inattentiye as that was to ſuch 


. great Objects: 


But, to be ſerious, did not the Conduct of 


the Papiſts prove that the Miniſtry had 
| Judged rightly, in not perſecuting them, 


whilſt they gave perhaps leſs Umbrage than 
many others, from whom it ought to have 


been leſs expected ? No! it is not poſſible 
to put the Praiſe of the Miniſtry ſtronger, 
than what Truth and Facts have extorted 


from this ſhameleſs Scribbler, in the Shape of 
Abuſe. * 
Where too was this ve religions Var, 


- (Let. 2d, p. 76.) when moſt of the Heads 


who were concerned or ſuffered were chiefly 


Proteſtants? (for I have barely Charity to 
allow my Lord Lovat any Religion at all) 


and that this ſtrange Rebellion was without 


2 Plot, accounts very juſtly why ſo few of 


SS ---- any 
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any Note were taken up, and anfivers fully 
his own before-mentioned Re r 
But whoever has amind to be ſatisfied 
of the incomparable Ravings of this Eſcape 
from Bedlam, let him but read in the 75th 
Page of his 3d Letter, à curious Account of 
the negative Conduct of the Miniſtry, in 
which he finds Matter of a Sneer againſt it, 
not becauſe they metamorphoſed their private 
* Foes into public Enemies not becauſe they 
turned Streams of .Confiſcations into the Ex- 
ehequer Coffers --= not becauſe they ſtren the 
ned the Power. of the.Crown, with Garriſons 
and flanding Armies . not becauſe they 
made no Uſe of actual Rebellion to bring any 
Miſchieſs on their Country; but, for what 
then? why, preciſely. for NOT doing any 
of theſe Things; for being ſuch ' wretched 
Under-Politicians, as to baulk ſo tempting 
an Occaſion of gratifying their own private 
Intereſt and Piques. Perhaps I invent or 
 wreſt this Paſſage, mark then the very 
Words of the Author immediately after, 
obſerving how ea,y it was for a Miniſter to 
make ſuch an Uſe of an actual Rebellion, 
Page 7 5. But rheſe (ſays he) are the De- 
*© vices of artful Miniſters! ſo tender are 
te our Governors of the Liberty of the 
Subject, that while a Popiſh Prince was 
** wreſtling for the Crown in the Heart of 


*. 


YR | « the 


c 29) 
bo « the Kingdom, the freeborn Papiſt was 
* ſuffered to ſay Maſs (a Ia bonne heure) 
e for his 8 in every Quarter of the 
& Metr Hatmleſs Proclamations 
& ne eee Oc. ut ſupru. Above 
& fix Week was the Habeas-corpus ſaſpen- 
ee ded before a ſingle Perſon was ſuſpected 
cf wiſhing well to the Fretendes; ; for, 
4 had they been ſuſpected, it is not to be 
4 ſuppo 100 that Fear prevented their bein 
. apf rbendsd. There he is right, big 
Lenity, and a Security founded upon good 
| Grounds, prevented any unneceflary Hard- 
ſhips on the Subject, or any Exertion of the 
| Powers truſted by the Suſpenſion: of the. 
 Habeas-corpus Act, but what was indifpen- 
fibly neceflary, a Procedure worthy of a 
Miniſtry whoſe Glory it is not only to“ hate,” 
(fee Page 78, Let. zd.) but to maintain a 
profound Contempt for moro/e” Authority, 
and who, in ſpite of the. ſuperior Lights 
of our Libeller, beg leave to think © zhat 
%% puniſbing Wi thout Severity is governing 
| with the trueſt Dignity. 
To follow this Author through his deſul- 
tory Skips, from Lie to Lie, from Abſurdity 
ta Abſurdity, would be vain, ſuperfluous, 
and tireſome; the Senſible and the Candid 
will judge of the Authority of the whole by 
5 ſome of theſe Ve of my Candour and 
- Vera- 
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Veracity, ſuch as they appear 
ſelf, from his own ſhowing, 


by too that unſupf 


2 


deen. int him 


d, falle, IRE Malice- - 
black Accuſation of Loads of Scandal being. 
publiſhed againſt his Royal Highneſs by you and 


300 


your Friends, with no other Remark, than 


that his Royal Highneſs ſees none round him, 
or in his Confidence, that can be more un- 


alterably attached to the true Intereſts of his 


Family, his rue Honour, his true Dignity than 
thoſe Gentlemen ſo injuriouſly treated 1 in his 


Name. 


But, as 8 Libeller has taken upon. "kin 
to repeat and re-aggravate another Charge 


that has been before ſounded by ſome 
"Trumpets of Diſaffection, of the M--n--y 
baving violated the inmoſt Receſſes of _ the 
Cabinet, infringed the ſacred Option depofi- 


ted in the Royal 2 5 (what Fuſtian is 
here ?) diſplayed their Banners in-a mutinous 
Squadron—beat up for Volunteers in the very 
Palace againſt their Maſter — liſted Pr—y 
Cunts againſt him inſolent ly, telling him 


who he ſhall employ, and | who. diſgrace, 


The Importance of the Perſonage Fong irre- 


verently brought in for a Colour to theſe 


flighty Rants, excuſes me from not entirely 
paſſing it by in the contemptuous Silence ſuch. 
flagrant Falſities deſerve. The Truth of theCaſe 
which gave Riſe to this ſcandalous Aſperſion 
ismore probably accounted for in that ſome BE 


31 * 5 
thechief Servants of theStateſhould make Uk | 
of a Liberty not denied tothe meaneſt Servant 
in Great Britain, of acquainting their Maſter. 
that they could not ſet ve him, if a certain 
Notmination to a great Poſt took Place, and 
dat if his M. was pleaſed to have his 
Appointment ſtand, as they could not poſ- 
ſibly act in Concert with him, they begged 
leave to reſign their Poſts to ſuch as his 


M. —ty might hope to ſee himſelf better 


ſerved by. where was the Diſreſpect? 
' where was the Detriment to his M-----y's 
Service in this modeſt Repreſentation ? 
| Where was his ſacred Option infringed? 
where was even any Diſtreſs to his Service, 
even allowing the Conjecture to be as cri- 
tical as could be? were not there enough in 
moſt ready- waiting to ſtep in to their vacant 
Places? was not the great Man himſelf, who 
was the Occaſion of this propoſed Reſigna- 


tion, all-ſufficient to repair the trifling Gap 


of ſuch an unregrettable Miniſtry as this 
Libeller repreſents it? Was not the Loſs of 
them, more in- that critical Time than any 
other. when there was a Call for the greateſt 
| Abilities, a clear Gain to his M----y's Ser- 
vice? Where then is the Handle to abuſe 
them for uſing no more than the Liberty of 
the loweſt. "_ to decline a Service, 


where 
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where there is a  difagroeable e r 


aſſumed or obtruded into it? 


What Reaſons theſe Perſonages had for: 
not chooſing to act in any Concert with: 
L. G. are foreign to the Point under Diſ- 


cuſſion here. And I own I wonder how. 


any that were acquainted with his perſonal. 


Character, could deprive themſelves of ſo 
great a Bleſſing, whether you conſider the 


extreme Diffidence of this Arbiter of Europe, 
—his Unwillingneſs to arrogate to himſelf all 


the Merit of all Meaſures, often even of thoſe 


he had not been concerned in, —his Talent at 
connecting, or Eſpritdè Liai on his profound: 


Sincerity his fierce Averſionto arbitrary Pow.) | | 
er, his gentle driving, ---his Courtlineſs in 


talking much better Germanthan good Engliſh, 


the Moderation of his Schemes, with a thou- 


ſand other Virtues and Qualifications, which 
emblazon him, and muſt give but an unfavou- 
rable Idea of ſuch as could reject ſo fair an 


Opportunity of improving their Politics by 


ſerving under one ſo fit, and fo willing too 
to command them. There indeed I give 


them up; and how the Devil © bis Fett 
became formidable to their Set e little Souls,” - 
I cannot conceive, for I ever underſtood / 
Wit was a Quality he held in the moſt 


ſtern Contempt, and ſnuffed at the very Men- 


tion of it, and 1 am ſure moroſe Authority | 
Never 


one who wal take the Trouble to com 


(49 Eb: 
never. breaks a Jeſt, though. it ſometimes 
2 one | 
Here I cloſe on the Head of domeſiis | 
Affairs, with this candid Appeal to the Pub- 
lick on the Merits of this ſelf-condemning 
Accuſer of others, who from the Fund: of 
his Rancour, could produce againſt the Miz 
| 7 he pretends to attack, ho Proofs of their 
Infufticiency but what are drawn from their 
Lenity, which he has the Impudence to 
attribute to Cowardice, though it is a . 
lity eſteemed inſeparable from true Courage; 
n Proofs of their Timidity, but that of 
their chaffering for Patriots, which is their 
Reward for contributin 8 their Advice and 
Intereſt to enlarge the Channels of Prefet2 
ment, which had before flowed conſined to 
one Party ty, and op — them to thoſe of 
all Parties who ſho in with them in 
the grand Point of ook the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, and eſtabliſhing” the Govern- 
ment on the broad Baſis of the Conſtitation ; 
no Proofs of their ſeizure of Power, and 
their Intentions to perpetuits it in their own 
Hands by the Aſſiſtance of a military Force, 
but his own moſt creditleſs Allegations and 
Rage of Abuſe, innocent only in this, that the 
Number of his Abſurdities and Inconſi- 
ſtencies, which will eaſily appeat to ay 
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„„ 
him with bnd the Exceſs of his Effron- 
tery, and the Glare of his Malice, correct 
and carry their Counter poiſon to his Slaver. 

As to the Management of foreign Affairs, 
Which this great Stateſman takes Cognizance 
of, with the ſame. uniform Candour that 


runs through all his Performance, and groans 
over bis dear Country only to introduce 


the infamouſly falſe Charge of the Miniſtry 


being any wiſe blameable for our Misfortunes 
on the Continent; the Publick muſt re- 


member Epochs too well not to clear the 
preſent Miniſtry of having deſerved the Im- 
putation of their ill Succels. Are the Rea- 
ſons of the Dutch Shyneſs and cool Embrace 
of our Aſſiſtance ſo little known? Is the 


Alienation of Pruſſia, — the Conſequences 


on the famous Treaty of Vienna, --= the 
Handles of; Miſrepreſentation of our Inten- 
tions on a late recent Treaty, ſounded high 
againſt us in eyery Court of Europe, the 
Loſs of our Intereſt in a certain northern 
Court; were theſe, I fay, the Work of 
this Miniſtry 3 ?: Which has been TY 


employed in Struggles to ſurmount and 
over the Obſtacles and Difficulties —f. T 


thrown-in; their Teeth-by the very Authors 
of them, who enjoy and ſolace themſelves 
in. the Calamities of their Country, as 


| Witches do in the Storms they have raiſed. 


Great 


— 


| 15 35 ) EI”. 
Great and eip ur Errors in Politics are not 

ſo eaſily nor ſo ſbon retrieved, nay, it is often 

1 neceſſary to go on with thoſe that have been 
n, only becauſe they have been begun 
to make good Engagements that have been 
ruinouſly contracted, but muſt be complie@ 
vith, be cauſe they have been contracted? 
Thus a Succeſſor may incur the unjuſt Charge 

of Inconſiſtency, for purſuing Meaſures ho. 
has juſtly condemned his Predeceſſors for 
running into, and” which yet he cannot -re2 
tract Ahout greater Inconveniencies. No- 
thing can be truer than that the fatal Byaſs, tlie 

wrong Direction was given to Affairs, which 
ſtill acts upon their Courſe, long before the 
preſent Syſtem of the Miniſtry took Place! 
Did not I. d O L, juſt before his memo- 
rable Abdication of Power, declate in the 
open Houſe, that we had not a Friend or 
Alley to depend on? Nor had we, for he 
had baulked the Oceaſions, or loſt the Sea- 
fon of making any. Did be not likewiſe 
drive other very conſiderable Powers into the 
Arms of our Enemies, that knew their 

Value too well not to embrace and fix them 
beyond the Power of ſubſequent Miniſters 
to retrieve them? And are they anſwerable 
for the ſtill-felt Effects of thoſe deciſive 
Blunders which they loudly proteſted againſt | 
at the Time of their Commithon'? | 
S Suppoſe 


Suppoſe too, for 3 s Sake; the 


Miniſtry convinced * of the Inſufficiency of 
Dutch Friendſhip, ” (Page 71.) was it 
| poſſible to diſintangle ourſelves ſo ſuddenly 


rom our Allies on the Continent, as to leave 
them abrupily to their Fate, and wait our 
own with reconcentered Forces? Poſſibly 


it would have been better, that not a File 
of Muſqueteers had ever been tranſported 
there; but ſince that Meaſure was ſo deeply 


entered into, what could have been done 


that was not done? Was the ſudden, the 


unexpected Loſs of Be ergen- op- Zoom any 


: 3 of this Miniſtry ? "Or rather is not 
the Succeſs of the French owing to that 
Unity of Spirit and Direction, which breaths 
throughout their Councils, animates their 
Execution, and is the true Cauſe of their 
Succeſs? Whilſt the Allies are not only 


divided in their Opinions and Councils, but 
ſubdivided again into inteſtine Factions 
Is it not too a Reproach to the Cauſe of Lie 


berty, that its glorious Principles ſhould not 


be a ſtronger Cement of her free- born Sons, 
than the Infatuations of Slavery, paſſive 
Obedience, and the Glory of their Monarch, 
viſibly prove amongſt our Neighbours ? 
Can any one then be too much diſcouraged, 
who, by inflammatory Libels, and flagrant 
Falfities, 4 to widen Breaches, foment 

Anima- 


437 5 
Animoſities; and raiſe Diſtruſts amongſt the. 
People, either in the Capacity or Integrity of 
the Members of the Government, at a Time 


when its utmoſt Attention and all its Powers 


ſhould be exerted in Oppoſition, to the na- 

tional Enemies 7 
Was it again, for Example, this Mini- 
ſtry s Fault, or where was the ſingle Point 
they have ſhewn ſuch Tameneſs in, as to 
invite the celebrated Letter of Mr. Van Hoey 
in favour of the Rebels? _ Yes | ſays this, 
Prodigy of Modeſty, and aſks archly if 
French Secretary bad not collected from t 
| Behaviour of our Miniſters, that the Chan- 
nel of their Mercy flowed moſe towards their 
bittereft Antagoniſts, (ſe Page $6. zd Let.) 
This is ſtraining hard for Abuſe indeed! But 
however, he oWns, 4 vigorous Anſwer was 
e returned fo thoſe that ſent the debaſing 
60 Meſſage.” Debaſing indeed] to the Fools 
that ſent it, but not at all to the Miniſtry 
that received | it, and ſpurned at it: Nay, 
treated it with ſuch cool Scorn and Con- 
tempt, as that .not one extraordinary Seve- 
rity. was uſed, for fear that Court ſhould 
think they had taken enough Notice of it, 
to let it influence them any way. All Europe 
laughed at the Irregularity and Folly of this 
Step: Our 7imid Miniſtry profumed to ſmile 
at 1 too, and ſaw nothing in it ſo terribly 
4  {ferious 


(33) | 
ſerious as * Pitch of Preſunption geerdet 
ec ra ſtamp the haracter of our wrercbed Days! ? 
 Taltidum, tidum ] high Heroics indeed! 
= any thing ſerves this frothy Declaimer 

theticiſe upon, mounted on the Stilts of 
his peetical Phraſeolog yy. 

Hou ſhrewd ſoever may be the chinifa- 
rative Uſe made of Sir Francis Walfingham's' 
Name, and that of the much greater I. G. 
to decry the preſent Miniſtry, I am perſua- 
ded their Panegyriſt is extremely welcome 
(for what they care) to run through all 
the Miniftries that ever yet exiſted, and wind 
up with the old ſtale thread- bare Conclufion, 5 
that the preſent one is the very worſt 
of all, A Coneluſion which the Members of 

the Billinſgate Academy here ſeem to have 
borrowed the Hint of, and inverted it, from 
the Members of the Trench Academy, whoſe 
one ſtupid triteForm of Panegyric i is to paſs in 
review the Merit of all former Reigns, ſum 

it up, and gravely'conclude, that the Luſtre 
of the preſent Reign eclipſes them all. 
Oppoſite Extremes, that are equally ridi- 
culous, and equally the per of the 
ſenſible Publick; | 

That the preſent Overcaſt on our fordign? 
Affairs is ſo far from being owing to thoſe 
Perfonages who are principally aimed at in 
that ſcandalous Pamphlet, it will undeniably 

| appear 


5 C39]. b 
appear on a fair Retroſpect, that thoſe 
e ought on the preſent | 
CGr1/6s, were at the Time of their being taken, 
proteſted, fulminated againſt, and the infal- 
lible Conſequences from them plainly pre- 
dicted, by the then Oppoſition, which had 
the Fate of Cafſandra, to be heard and ne- 
glected. Barbarous and unjuſt is it then to 
 ampute to them Conſequences. they did all 
they could to prevent, when out of Power, 
and after they came into Power, to. redreſs 
and. enen irn HEE. 
If in a Conſultation of Phyſicians, the 
Advice of the Ignorant prevails,the mis- treated 
Patient is thrown into a deſperate State, 
finds out, perhaps too late, the Error, and calls 
in the neglected judicious Practitioner, who 
ſucceeds to the unenviable Taſk of dealing 
with a dangerous Complication of Diſorders, 
induced by . unſkilful Practice; admitting 
even that it is out of the Power of his 
Art to reſtore the Damage, and complete 
the Cure, where does the Blame properly 
and rightfully land? And muſt it not be 
extreme Effrontery, as well as extreme In- 
juſtice, for the diſcarded Quack to impute 
to his Succeſſor, the natural and ine- 
vitable Effects of his own Blunders, and 
ground his modeſt Petition for the Patient 
to be re- committed to his Care, on the Bad- 
| | 2 a neſs 


4 


(ae) 


nefiof thoſe identical Sym f which EE 


ſelf was the original Cu e? Or isthe Neceſſity 


of uſing flow Alteratives to be conſtrued 4 
an Adoption or Approval of a pernicious Re- 


gimen, that cannot be, without too great 
Danger, immediately broke off? Might not 


the Man in England the moſt Lach oppo- 


ſed to the Meaſure of ſending Trepe abroad, 
yet after they were ſent, without Incon- 
fiſtency or Impropriety, acquieſce i in the Rea- 


ſons for not withdrawing them? 


Had the Author fpecifed the Particulars 
given us, or the Heads of that grand Plan 


of L—- G----, which the Miniſtry is ac. 


cuſed of adopting, and imperſectly executing, 
It would have been in Place here, to have 
gone into the comparative Merits of it, un- 


Ne Appeal to the Publick: If my Memoirs | 


are not falſe, (and as I-would not abſolutely 


ranted by the Conditions of 6ur Affairs. 


Riſquing ie tout pour le tout was, as it is 
much is Stile, tbe Mord: The whole Fate 


of the Nation was to be ſet at a Caſt, in favour 


of a foreign Germanic Syſtern, as if we were 
not already too much involved with the Con- 


tinent, where, by the by, all the Profufion 


of EO Blood and Treaſure never ſerved 
TIE * 


guarantee, I do not particularize them) that | 
boaſted Plan was both inzxecutable in the 
Circumſtances of the Kingdom, nor war- 


N "i 41 ) | 7 

bot! aq a conſtant Experience of In- 
but tg pra thoſe Nations ns had ſaved: 
A 2 that ever one moſt Germanized 
0 Sa e ilter⸗ and a bigotted Zaalot to the 
8 org yo 2 5 on he bas taken 

under h JV 'a tection, will 'bardly 
bluſter throu h the Denial of. And 11 
favour of this foreign Cadſe, we were to 
lau nch ut to our very laſt Shilling 5 _ 

colour 0 Fine © RE kg n 

rhich too-in all Probability ez 
1 for, bal only have leſſened thoſe of our 
dear lieh „and throw” the entire Burthen 
upon us, hen they füw us fo forwaid to 
court, and crouch under it. A ba; 
"Inſtead of Which; the Plat Poeseded 
5n Was t to continue to the Dutel the AH 
abe of Forces very fufficient indeed to 
| have kept France in check, and! ſecuted their 
Batriet, Had they been as faithful to their 
Ibreleſt⸗ as we were; and for a Nation to. 
be more cool, more indifferent to its own 
Security, When the Enemy was even entered 
their Towns, than only a Neighbour, is one 
of thöſe Prodigies in Politics. which human 
Wiſdom would hardly make / a Merit of 
1 againſt.” No! let it be ſaid, and 
1 25 to: the: Honour of our N aas. 


W 
Rat 


end 
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4s 36 would pe fall Turkiſh indeed, to 

Judge: a Miniſtry on ſuch Event. 

Letter 3d, Page 53. He (L. G.) made 
e A Treaty for ſecuring the Alliance 0 25 the 
& King of Sardinia, by giving him Final; 
e have we annulled that Treaty? Will that 
e Prince accept of any other Conditions for 

« his Frindſbip? &c,” _ | 
Alas! without annulling that moſt righte- 
ous Treaty, it is far from inconſiſtent with 
the neceſſary Policy of ſuffering it to ſtand 
in our critical Conjunctures, to wiſh that Ar- 
ticle had never been a Part of it: For ſurely 
that Prince could ſcarce have been made 
ſure to us on Terms more hurtful to our 
Reputation with every Court in Europe, 
where the French did not fail of improving 
the Handle to their Advantage. Is this, 
© ſaid they, a Mark of the Sincerity of the 
« Engliſh in their ſo loud ſounded Pro- 
* feſſions of protecting the Liberties of 
« Europe, to give away with a high Hand 


ee the Dominions of a third Pov not at 


«© War with them, without the Shadow 
« of any Right, but Conveniency on one 
« Side, and PVeaftneſs of the other? 
Even Holland itſelf could not ſee with Jn. In- 
difference a Siſter- Republic made with ſo 
little Ceremony the Victim of aur Politicks, 
the Equity of which, fuch a Treatment 
was not very —_— to ſpread favourable 2 f 


. Gmius.“ 


644) - 
preſſions of.---The Conſequenoes who knows 
; _ But to uſe an Argument ad hominem, 
if the Crown had arbitrarily ſeized, 

= nackeided; Eighth, the Share and Pro- 
perty of one Britiſh Subject, in an American 
Colony, with no better Colour of Right, 
than Final was to be torn from the Genoeſe, 
His Eloquence would not have been of the 
leaſt vehement againſt the Injuſtice of ſuch 
a Procedure; and I humbly preſume that 
le droit de "bienſtance would have: been 
treated by him with as little reſpect AS it 
really deſerves. 

If the Scurrility of this Letter-writer did 
not fink him beneath Definition or Cha- 
rater, his Manner of attacking i is not ill de- 
ſcribed in that of one Caſus Severus, a Snarler 
by Trade, Contempto ordine rerum, omiſſa mo- 
deftia ac pudore verkorum, ipfis etiam quibus 
| artitur armis incompofitus, & fludio feriendi 
Plerumque detectus, non pugnat, ſed rixatur. 
And we ſhall ſee him charge in this Cha- 
TraQter 1 in the following Quotation. 

(Third Letter, Page 59th.) © 4 Man 
.* that can ſee a Vote in as momentous a 
« Light as the Wing of an Army, or that 
* can 1 four even the 100 of a Queſtion more 
e than the Loſs of a Battle, on which the 
Fate of his Country may turn, will, what- 
ever be may think, be e 4 little 
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of beating the Air, in this looſe inconclu- 
five Propofition, as if there were not poſſi- 
ble Votes of a Britiſh Parliament, on which 
the Fate of our Country, and even of 
Europe, might turn as fatally, as on the 
Loſs oſ an Army, Center and Wings, but 
4 cannot help obſerving, that in the Premiſ- 
55 | ſes he builds it on, he is fo far at War with 
i himſelf,” 43 to furniſh the faireſt Inference 


<> from Allegations- all his own, in favour of 
48 theſe Accepters, he has taſked” himſelf to 
718 abuſe; particularly where he forges, that 
TH] vor Diſadvantage at the Battle of Fontenoy | 
34 was owing to the Miſs of Hanoverians, 
* which, by the by, 1 abſolutely deny; and 
43 thoſe that know any thing at 4, can well 
bw aſſign another, and a wen Caufe. But, for 
= Argument's fake, let us allow this Suppoſi- 
. tion: To reaſon then 40:th him, and to turn 
5 his own Words upon him; this Transfer of 
= | the Henoverians to the Queen of Hungary's 
a | | Service, was © the Burſt of a Link 'of | the 


© political Chain,” which the timid Mini- 
ſter was in the wrong to yield to, in com- 
pliance with the ſtrong Torrent of popular 

Prejudice againſt thoſe Troops, Which per- 
haps had better never been taken into our 
Pay, or for obvious Reaſons, not ſo ingra- 
200% thanked for their © ꝛrvices: But the 
new 
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VVV 
new Acceders perad venture thought them- 
ſelves obliged to make a Point of the Altes 
ration of a Meaſure they had ſo ſtrenuouſſy 
repreſented and declaimed againſt ; and ſince 
it was impoſſible in the Situation of Thin 
to new-caſt . the whole Syſtem of Politicks 
then actually in Execution, to begin at leaſt 
with the moſt generally odious Fart of it. 
Granting then that this Disjointure of one 
' &, Link 'of the: political Chain had bad 
Effects, or hazarded too much the Con- 
nexions of the whole, would not this be a 
concluſive Reaſon for the Accepters to plead 
againſt going too haſtily to work with other 
Reforms? Or are they at once cenſurable 
for their Heat in reverſing one of thoſe Mea- 
ſures they had oppoſed, and for their Mo- 
deration and Coolneſs, in leaving others on 


1 4 


Foot, that they could net have proceeded 
effectually againſt, without precipitating their 
Country into the utmoſt Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion, eſpecially pending the War? But 
ſince. Affairs had — taken the fatal Ply 
under an Impulſe of Direction, they had 
-vainly wichſtood, nothing better was left 
for them, than to watch, and keep within 
. Bounds, the Current, they were obliged to 
humour, and could not force out of the 
_Teady-made Channel, without running the 
molt deſperate Hazards ; adhering thus 3 ; 
: 2 | what 


5 46) 
what. was ſolidly right, and expedient in 
preſent Practice, rather than to what was 
only oſtentatious in Speculation; a Diſtincti- 
on eaſily and neceſſarily made by thoſe f 
any Candour who are the beſt acquainted 
with the Situation of public Affairs, how- 
ever it may unfortunately eſcape thoſe Eagle- 
eyed Politicians, who from their Airies in 

Grub. ſtreet, ſuperintend the State, and take 
Cogniſance of the Conduct of all Miniſters, 
for their ſublime Diſcoveries in which the 
Publick is ſo often indebted to their Vigils. 
What, for example, would have become 
of the Liberty of the Preſs, if the ſagacious 
Letter-writer had not ſnuffed the Storm 
brooding, and ready to burſt on it, from 
the ſame Quarter, in which he had deſeried 
a Cabal of renegade Patriots, who have 
ſeized upon Government, and have laid a 
mar vellous deep Deſign, no doubt, never to 

art with it again to its right Owners? (ift 
tter, Page 36. & alibi.) Such are the 
Deliriums he modeſtly hopes may contribute 
« to rouſe Mankind to a Senſe of our Condi- 
ET COYNE OO Fe HD 
(Page 64th of the 3d Letter.) Pointing 
at the Loſs of ' Bergen-op- Zoom, he notes 
it, in reſpe& to the Stadtholderſhip for © the 
&« only Event that has yet happened, from 
2 001,400 beer 
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20 whence ave can calculate what 15 75 hap- 
ce pen bereafter.” 4 i 
Here too the Lat-writer piling me 
with another juſt Occaſion of remounting 
higher than the Battle of Fontenty, and de- 
monſtrating that the main Spring of our 
foreign Affairs was ſhattered to Pieces long 
before the Change took Place, which he diſ- 
charges his Abuſe at, and which, like the 
Stadtholderſhip, only came 00 late. 

It is well known, that about the Time 
of the Exciſe-Scheme, Sir R 
made uſe of the Match with the Houſe of 
Orange, as a Tub thrown out to amuſe 
and divert the People in the Heat of the 
Ferment: He was then told, what he 
well knew, that from that Inſtant we 
might bid adieu to all fincere Friendſhip 
and Cordiality on the Side of the States, 
who could not look on an Alliance that muſt 
throw ſo great a Weight into that Houſe, 
with an Eye of Indifterence ; nor was it in 
the Power of the ſolemneſt Diſavowals, or 
the moſt guarded Conduct to cure the Jea- 
louſy they had entertained, that this Con- 
nection would ſooner or latter force the 
Stadtholderſhip upon them, which every 
Motive of Intereſt and Power had long nailed 
it a ſtanding Maxim of their Government to 
oppoſe: And this was a Jealouſy the French 
ae not think themſelves fired to draw the 
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(483 
Rivets of, but accordin gly aug the Im- 


ee ſo well, that not im prabably all the. 


ſuppoſed: to have — employed by 
rs Court, amongſt the leading Members or © 
that State, was no other than an induſtrious 
and ſucceſsful. Cultivation of that Shyneſs 
and Diſunion which this Alliance had (un- 
reaſonably: if you pleaſe) given Birth to, 
and ſuperadded to other Piques of Compe- 
tition unavoidable. 9 TORY two great tradin Dg 
Nations. | 
The Dutch v were then to be confidered as 
divided into.tw great Parties: The Stad?- 
bolderifts and the Anti- Stadtholderiſts: The 
firſt were called by their Adverſaries, the 
Engliſh Faction, a : Compliment they re- 
turned them in the Appellation of the French 


Faction, which conſiſted of the principal 


leading Members of that Republic, who, te- 


nacious of Power, 1 dreaded every 


Meaſure, that threatned them, however re- 
motely, with the Creation of a ſolemnly re- 
nounced Office that would diveſt them of 
the greateſt Part of it. 

When then we crammed our Troops down 
their Throats, and inverted the old Max- 
ims ſo far as to ſue to them to accept of 
Suecours they proteſted againſt, and affected 
not to ſee the Neceſſity of: No Wonder 


** * L--d St. tg on an Errand his 
| F riends 


o 


He 1 
Frlmds ſawy him with Compaſſion accept of, 
ould not ir up the Spirit = wanted: Na 
Wonder that the Impetuofity of the L. G. 
ths politer Eloquence of L. C. and the Phi. 
lippics of Van Haren, failed in perſuading 
Dutchmen who'think fo ſtrongly what they 
40 think, eſpecially where their Intereſt is 


at ſtake, to ruſh into a War, which the 


: Proſpect of a Stadtholder gave them ſuch an 
Averſion to, whilſt they Dokl ſaund high to © 
their own Countrymen the plauſible Plea of 


the Advantages of a Neutrality to a trading 
Peqple. On the Foot of theſe Ideas, they 


: Treated the Ballance of Power, as à Cant- 


word, which we had worn out the Influence 
2 and 1 imputed to our officious'Franſport.of 
| 0 their Affiſtance, the bringing the 
. their Doors, and giving the 
French a Pretence to puſh it into the Bowels 
af their Country by purſuing their Enemies 
into it, that retired before and were 
ſo coldly fupported by thels dear Allies as if + 
the Ober Bad been actuated by the Spirit 
of the French Faction. Had the Dutch 
been true to themſelves, our Succours were 
ſufficient, but ifthey were not tobe depended 
on; three Times the Number of Men ſent 
from hence would not have turned to * 
5 Ro n. 5 | 


| Can} 
The Force of Conjunctures howevet ope- 
rated at length the Creation of a Stadtholder, 
an Event ſo far favourable at leaſt to the 
Frencb, as to afford them a ſpecious Pretence 
for triumphing in our having verified their 
Precautions; and having accompliſh'd that 
Point, they accuſe us, falſely no doubt, of 
having had in view in ſeeking to embroil 
the Dutch with that Court, by driving them 
into a War, whether they would or not, 
And where then is the mighty Good we have 
hitherto ſeen from that boaſted Meaſure of 
ſending our. Troops abroad in Pledge to 
FRIEND and FOE, that the preſent 
Miniſtry need wiſh to have the Merit of it? 
Nor indeed can I ſee what great Acceſſi- 
on of Strength, this Title of a Stadtholder 
can be to the Common Cauſe, ſince. 
the Power and Weight annexed to that Of- 
fice, will hardly ſtem the ſtrong Stream of 
Sovernment which has run againſt it ſo ma- 


38 1 ny Years; in which Time the principal 
zi | Members of the Republic have conſtantly 
= with. all their Might and Influence guarded' 
= -| and fortified themſelves againſt this Event: 
7 And though the common Dangers (which 
14 buy the bye, they do not thank us for) have 
19 put a Kind of. Violence on them to join in 


the popular Meaſure of recurring to a Stad- 
holder; there cannat but remain, and that 
amongſt 


er” * VC 


(51) 
amongſt the greateſt Men of the State, a 
Leaven of Diſcontent and Diſaffection, not 


at all the leſs fierce or pernicious for being 
concealed, and, which may not a little ſerve 


to fruſtrate the good Intentions and Operati- 
ons of the Stadholder. What then would 
this great Pilot in Politics have had the new 


M.iniſtry done? Should they, for fear of the 
Scandal of adopting and continuing L. 


G—'s Plan, have abruptly recalled thoſe 


Troops in the Midſt of the Dangers, which 


the French Faction accuſes thoſe very Troops 
of having brought upon their Country? Or, 


would it be right to bare the Side of, and 
deſert a Prince, whoſe Promotion is ſuppoſ- 


ed to be our Work, a Promotion by which 
he is rather znvig:oufly plunged into Troubles 


and Difficulties, than advantaged or dignified? 


This ſummary Detail, Sir, T thought ne- 


ceſſary to aſcertain the true Date of one of 


thoſe irremediable capital Errors the new 
Miniſtry ſucceeded to the Diſadvantage of 
ſtruggling with. Join, if you pleaſe, to this 
the fatal Prufia Bearſein, and the unſtem- 


mable Flood of Corruption, which was let 


in upon the Nation, under the Miniſtry and 
avowed Protection of a Man whoſe Memory 


every true Engliſbman ought to ſtop his Noſe 


at; a Flood which you have in vain oppoſed, 
Nel to Vo lhe, ©» out 


dk 
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out of, as well as in Office; and the candid 


Conſiderer will find a more palpable Reaſon. 
in thoſe indiſputable Antecedents for the Fi- 
gure our Affairs have made, and the Paſs 


they are brought to on the Continent, than 


in the TREASON of PATRIOTS, 
t and the timid Compliance of Minifters who 
« were chaffering for voy r TOE 


: Letter, Page 56.) 


Aware that I 1 ed bert 


Au among the Cauſes of our Misfortunes, 1 


reſtore it to the Head- place, which it is too 
ſenſibly entitled to vindicate: And Who is 
there I can with more Propriety capitally ac- 
euſe it to, for all the Ills ve ſee it has entailed 


on the Nation, than to that Perſon who ſig- 


nalized his firſt Ste ps in Life, by: his Attacks 


on the Father, and Proto-apoſtl of it in cheſe 
Kingdoms? To. Salim, I ſay, who forelaw 
and foretold that fatal Progreſs of it, which 
not his om Example, nor that of the vittu- 


ous few, uninfected with its peftilential 
Blight, can fet . Bounds to? Privats cuigur f 
Smimulati o, vile Decus publicum. 

Vet l what a Blow did not Bribery receive 


"Wok the Diſlolution of the laſt Parliament? 


when that Precedent, by rendering the Term 
more uncertain, and of courſe, of leis Value 


to the ambitious Purchaſer, ſtruck at the Vi- 
tals of Corruption, whilſt thoſe of the Con- 


ſtitution 


AS 
ſtitution derived new Spirit from this Exerti- 
don of the Royal Prerogativez' 8 
. appealed to the pure Senſe of the People; a 
Senfe which was to be tried by an Election 


of a new Repreſentative, the freeſt from 


Bribery that has been known for a long Seri- 
es of Vears; a Circumſtance which did not 
Indeed make the Miniſtry many Friends, 

amongſt thoſe who were baulked of their 
Marketings, whether their Object was ſelling 
themſelves, or purchaſing others: And, in- 
 HYeed ſuch is the venal Spirit of the Tunes, 

that you muſt expect to create more Hatred, 


un Enmity by your Oppoſition! to, than by 


eſpouſing ee el Syſtem of it, and to have 


Tertvem the Galt ef it impuzed m you, with 
dut any other cafthly. Reaſon than that :you 


are in fire, which, af it was valid, would 
hold for aboliſhing at onde all the Offices 
of the State, or beſtowing them on thoſe 


5  Honeft Souls who make a frank Profeflion 
' ef 1d vther Principle of Government; .. _ 


That the Love of Money is ſo far from 
— > culpable Paſſion, whilſt kept within a due 
Subordination; that it is even a Virtue, who 
would diſpute, except oon on- place De- 
claimers, or ſuperſicial Satiriſts? But when 

that Pathon becomes an epidemic Rage, that 
ſeizes all Orders of Men, without ſparing 

the higheſt or moſt ſacred Characters, when 
z hole Nation ſhall, with one Voice and 
Spirit, 


1 
Spirit, ſay to Money, thou: art my me 
God, T. no other Good but — when 
this ſordid Principle ſhall ſtamp the Cha- 
racteriſtic of a whole Country, and become 
its ſale Genius, and Primum Mobile; is 
there an Example 3 in the whole Stream of 
Hiſtory of a People eſcaping Ruin that de- 
ſerved it ſo much? Or can any thing 
great be expected from a People govern d 
by ſo little a Spirit? When ſuch a moſt in- 
famous levelling Tenet, as that Property 
gives Rank, ſhall not only obtain amongſt 
the Generations of Pawn-brokers, Stock- 
jobbers, or the vileſt of the Nation, but 
receive a Sanction from the Hands of the 
greateſt Authority, and raviſh from true No- 
bility, perſonal Merit and Virtue, the Titles 
and Diſtinction due to them alone, it is not 
very hard to foretel the Fate of ſuch a 
Country. Contempt of Fame, and of courſe 
Contempt of Virtue, for ever accompanies 
that worthleſs, baſe- born Paſſion, which _ 
lows up every noble and falutary Principle 
that conduces even to the Security of * a9 
Property which is its anigue Idol, and which 
the Degeneracy of Spirit inſeparable from 
it, daſtardizes the Poſſeſſors out of the Cou- 
rage to defend it. This is too truly the 
mnverfil Taint of theſe ſoft Times; it is 


this way 3 our 1 Men / — 
f 536 eir 
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: theit Authority 1 in every hive 5 that of | 


ſpreading the Infection, and has near melted 


down all public Spirit into one putrified 
Mlaſs of Corruption: But then, one may 
as juſtly impute the Rot amongſt the Cattle 


to you, as this — — worſe Rot 
amongſt the Spirits of Britain; which you 


foreſaw, loudly proteſted againſt, and - 


rhaps more hated and abuſed for you 
own inflexible Oppoſition to its Progreſs, 


kn 


than were you really the corrupted Character 


that Libeller would repreſent you : But we 
are now in thoſe Times, when you muſt 
count on your Virtues making you more 
| Enemies than your Vices. 

Where is the true Engliſhman who 1260 


noe! ſee. with Concern, all the liberal Sci» 


ences, all the neceſſary Arts, droop, languiſh, 


and on the Point of Extinction under the 


illiterate Star that reigns at preſent, and 
' ſhades a baleful Influence over all that merit 
in them, which our Nation was once ſo 
jealous of preſerving the Pre- eminence in? 


What Excellence is now in Honour, what 
Genius encouraged, but the Judaic one of 


Calculations, raiſing Money by the licenſed 


Gamblerſhip of a Lottery, or any other 
Device whatever, that flatters the weak Side 


of the People in their deſtructive Avidity of 
Gain? which never reigns, but to the Ex- 
1 cluſion 
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duion of the 91 be * Conqueſt'or 
Pane. —— | 


Even our Luxury not only bnervates our 
Ge but betrays a wretched Idea of 
our Taſte: Such was probably that of the 
lower Empire on the Eve of the Turk 


Conqueſt of it. Thoſe who facrifics alt 
Conſiderations of Religion and Honour to a i 


Life of Indelence, and Eaſe without Fame 


O Dignity, are ſuch as moſt certainly un- 


derſtand ſeaſt the great Art of liuing. We 
ke the moſt! avowed -- Votaries of Pleaſute 


- look for it in Circumſtances of Pride, falſe 


Magnifleence, taſteleſs Senſuality, Olen 
tion, in ſhort, every thing that true H p- 
pineſs flies from, and — But let the 


Great of theſe Times enjoy unenvied their 


Ribbons, their Side-boards of Plate, tawdry 
uipages, a winning Race-horfe, or the 


like trieial paultry Diſtinctions, beneath 
even the Laſh of a Satiriſt: Let them, I 
ſay, brave and defy the Cenſure and Com- 


paſſion of thoſe of a truer Taſte; but let 
them conſider too, how much this Dege- 


neracy from the Virtues of their Anceſtors, 


(I mean thoſe who have any Anceſtry: 8 
boaſt of) weakens the Defence of the. Nation, 


and conſtitutes one of the political Cauſes of 
its preſent Declenſion and Relaxation of 


Nerve and 3 both in dur 1 
4 | 4 5 
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acid Courage. Whilſt we bluſter about ove 
raiſing Millions, we ſeem to forget how 
much the Uſe of Iron is ſuperior to that of 
Gold, and that a Nation ſtrong in the firſt, 

may be ſoon Miſtreſs of one only ſtrong 
in the laſt. Thus the military Art, ſo ne- 
ceſſary to the very Being of a Nation, whilſt 
it has ſeen all the Forms, Parade, and Ex- 
ternals of War, attended to with a puerile 
Punctiliouſneſs, lies uncultivated in its capital 
and moſt effential Point the Promotion of ano- 
ther and atruer Spirit and Prineiple in the Army 
to fight on, than that mercenary one, which 


rather 1 than ſtrings the Arm in 


Battle. If great Men are the Strength of 
a4 State, when were we weaker ? But if 
the Nich are to be its only Defence, (though 
ſurely they are fitter to. invite than deter 
-onqueſt): when were we ever ſtronger ?- 
Oc: what peculiar Appellation of Infamy 
ſhall-we diſtinguiſh this Period of Eugliſb Hi- 
ſtory by, in which the G dus the Vun, 

or any other opulent Money-grub are the 
fitſt Names in our Annals, and perhaps the 
firſt regarded in our Councils: To fuch as 
them indeed might probably enough be im- 
puted that execrable Maxim, of keeping 
« up the national Debt for Security E the 

* Proteſtant Succeſfion,” (3d Letter, p. 9.) 


a Riley too pernicious in its Tendency, 
3 not 


, 


( 53 ) 
not to deſerve the being "exploded by the 
ſevereſt publick Animadverſion: A Maxim 
that connects inſeparably the Intereſts of the 
Crown and People of Great Britain, with 
that of a few worthleſs Stock-holders, who 
have made over-grown Fortunes out of the 
Exigencies of their Country, of which we 
ſee them as little the Ornament, as the De- 
fence, and to which they ought to be no 
dearer than Tallymen to a young Heir. 

- I know indeed more than one Miniſter 
has adapted this falſeſt of Maxims; but 
where is the true Friend to the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, that can with Patience hear its 
S:curity attributed to ſach an infamous Foun- 
dation? inſtead of placing it in the Hearts 
of the People, where alone it can be firmly 
eſtabliſhed, and which nothing could alie- 
nate more, than the diſcouraging Suggeſtion, 
That all the Burthen of the Taxes which falls 
the heavieſt on Induſtry and Commerce, 
was to be irredeemably mortgaged to 
clear the Intereſt of an immenſe Debt: an- 
ticipated to ſo little Purpoſe and Effect: Much 
J fear, were that really the Caſe, that the 
Attatchment to a Government founded on 
ſach a Change-Alley Principle, would not 
afford a very true Spirit, either ef Induftry 
or Courage; and conſequently none are fo 
much intereſted to decry this ſcandalous 
Suggeſtian than that very Miniſtry which 
| . 1 a 
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7 foes itſelf accuſed of adopting, and conform- 
ing their Meaſures to it. 


For you, Sir, who found, and did not 
help to form, the State of Things, ſuch as 
I have too truly painted it, ſuch as yourſelf 
exerted your Influence againſt, and eaſily 
prophecied that it would come to exiſt, after 
having oppoſed it with all the Zeal of a true 
Patriot, where is your Blame ? unleſs it could 


comport with Juſtice and Candour, to ex- 


pect, that a Body corrupted and crazed by 
a long Courſe of Mis-government, ſhould 
the Inſtant it was ſcarce out of the Quack's 

Hands, produce the Operations of perfect 
Health, and active Vigour. Or is there Senſe 
in ſuppoſing, that even the beſt of Architects 
can cement with rotten Materials, or carry on 
in a perfect Upright, a Building raiſed from a 


falſe Foundation, which there is no Poſſibi- 


lity of digging up, without endangering the 


whole Edifice ? 


Here then I cloſe with a very juſt and 
proper Congratulation to you, on the Invi- 
tation given the Publick by this Author of 
the Letters to the Whigs, to exert its Right 


'-- of Enquiry into the Behaviour of Perſons 
ee in publick Characters: This is one of 


the Points I conteſt not with him ; nor 
would: it be. perfectly grateful in you to o- 


verlook with en Dignity” ſuch a 
| 12 Favour, 
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Favour, were he of Importance enough to 


ſet one on Foot, ſince the cleareſt Gainer 
would be yourſelf, 'The Publick too might 
ſee with Pleaſure, the Vanity. and Im 
dence expoſed, of attempting to foread il ill 
Impreſſions of the Acceptance of Places in 
his Majeſty's Service. 

An Enquiry into your Conduct would be 
like tracking over Snow, and only iſſue in 


the plaineſt Proof, that, far from loſing the 


Patriot in the Courtier, you have conſoli- 
dated thoſe Characters into one, by a juſt 
Conciliation of their reſpective Duties; at 


a Time too, when nothing can be a more 


national Point than to explode the dange- 
rous and unprovoked Diſtinction between 
the two Services of King and Country, 


which in the Eye of the Conſtitution ſubſiſt 


inſeparably one and the-/ame; unleſs any 


Danger to that Conſtitution ſhould demand 
their Diviſion ; and that, I dare aſſume, Se- 


dition incarnate would ſcarce venture a Mur- 


mur of there exiſting the Shadow of, under 
the preſent Government. I ſay, Sedition, 


becauſe I would diſtinguiſh its Suggeſtions, 


from ſach Sallies of Frenzy and Diſtraction 
a,; the Letter-writer has broke out into in his 
moſt fuſtian flatulent Libels: Some of the 


moſt glaring ones I have left, with all their 


Folly on their Head, unmarked, out of re- 


! * 
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ſpe& to the Publick, which cannot but be 


better informed, and to whom it muſt be 
the higheſt Offence to ſuppoſe it capable 


of taking any Impreſſion at all from them. 


But where he accuſes you of a Deſign to 
demoliſh Literature, as a Miniſter, the Im- 


pudence of ſingling you out for ſuch a 


Charge, is ſo exceſſive, that it is rather too 
droll to reſent ſeriouſly: Who knows not 
that the Genius of Arts and Sciences would 


never thus have languiſhed and declined, to 
the Reproach of theſe Times, could the 


Zeal and Devotion of a Selim to its Cultiva- 
tion have kept up its Head ? But his Exam- 


ple, and that of the few who remain un- 


debanched by the Numbers round them, 


that have ſet-up the Standard of Ignorance 
and Indolence, only enter an unavailing Pro- 


teſt againſt their determined Proſcription of 
all Learning and Merit in the Belles Lettres. 
Yet, to fay the Truth, it does not require 
much Strength of Mind to ſtand out in 


Contempt of ſo taſteleſs a Faſhion : What 


is there fo laudable, what is there ſo tempt- 
ing in that Society of low Characters in high 
Lite, who are diſhononred and degraded by 


their Coolneſs, Indifference to, not to ſay 


Hatred of Genius and Merit, that a Gentle- 
man of true Taſte and Diſtinction ſhould 


wilh to rank with them? Or rather not to 
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